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some of them managed to unite these con-
traries is remarkable, especially if we con-
sider the character of the academic public
they had to serve and to please. While the
sentiments of most Americans in politics and
morals, if a little vague, are very conservative,
their democratic instincts, and the force of
circumstances, have produced a system of
education which anticipates all that the most
extreme revolution could bring about; and
while no one dreams of forcibly suppressing
private property, religion, or the family,
American education ignores these things, and
proceeds as much as possible as if they did
not exist. The child passes very young into
a free school, established and managed by
the municipal authorities ; the teachers, even
for the older boys, are chiefly unmarried
women, sensitive, faithful, and feeble ; their
influence helps to establish that separation
which is so characteristic of America between
things intellectual, which remain wrapped in
a feminine veil and, as it were, under glass,
and the rough business and passions of life*
The lessons are ambitious in range, but are
made as easy, as interesting, and as optional
as possible; the stress is divided between